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EXTRACTS FROM THE SIXTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL | Board of Managers have already made appro- 
REPORT OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, priations to the aggregate of $164,986 85, which 
is an ie ie of $23,535 85 over the appropria- 
: : : tions of the previous year; and the expenditure 
The Managers of the American Bible Society | for the General Re-supply of the United States 
ae oy ere es express their sincere grati-|has but just commenced, To meet these de 
tude to God for the tokens of his favour, which d ree sake i : * 
: : tinue the Society’s work as 
have cheered them in the prosecution of enlarged | ayia betty RENE uf ; 
plans for the dissemination of the Scriptures nis wa engi areererD ceased cor 
not only in the United States, but in foreign a a Cae ap tee Crees mr ce 
: : ? 75" | the Managers earnestly appeal to the friends of 
lands. During no previous year of the history | the Bible to come to their aid, and by liberal 
of the Society have so many pages of the sacred | contributions enable them to go forward in full 
abe soot ag eae only a poe year—the | confidence of being able to meet the expendi- 
nee in Bee rider ee wplities distribiet SRB NAA ASI ASE 
i . 
The satisfaction awakened by this and other TRANSLATIONS AND REVISIONS. 
encouraging features of the work of the period : 
covered by this Report, is greatly subdued by a| _ Newly enty years, have, passed, since the 
sense of loss and of loneliness occasioned by the | 5¢ : : Pr : 
: the Scriptures in the Azerbijan-Turkish, a 
death of an unusually large number of their ie : : 

. = : : anguage used by certain people on the borders 
associates. Three Vice Presidents, two mem-| of Persia and the Caucasus. The death of one 
bers of the Board of Managers, and one member | ~-..; : : 

A ersition. pr en de have been called | Missionary after another interfered with the pro- 
away, : ? CAMPO | oress - the work, and not until 1872, when the 
erin Ani DISBURSEMENTS Gospel of Matthew was printed in Leipsic, was 
‘ ‘ any part of it ready for circulation. Other Por- 
The gifts from Churches and from Individuals | tions have since been printed, but opposition on 
amount in the aggregate to $32,248 67; this is an| the part of the Turkish authorities at Constan- 
advance of $2,354 57 over the year immediately | tinople has thwarted the printing of the Gospels 
, I ‘ ; : P 
preceding, and of $1,432 46 over the average | and Psalms, which were in readiness a year ago. 
amount from the same sources for the previous | Meantime the question has come up for con- 
ten years. 5 sideration, whether any changes in the Trans- 
The receipts for rents from tenants in the Bible | caucasian version of the Bible (the proprietor- 
House have been $32,294 47, an advance over | ship of which is claimed by the British and For- 
: 94 47; pata : ; 
the previous year of $628 86, eign Bible Society) would make that translation 
The total receipts from sale of books, from | available for the population to whom American 
rents, and from all sources for the general pur- | missionaries have access in the neighborhood of 
poses of the Society, amount to $598,641 91; be- | Oroomiah. Enquiries and experiments are to 
sides which $53,000 have been added to the trust | be instituted with reference to the matter, and 
fund, the interest of which alone is applicable for | the result will fe core with interest. : 
general purposes. : For the people of the Micronesian group, the 
The disbursements for manufacturing and for | Board have accepted for publication ‘the books 
all other general purposes were $599,206 89. of Judges and Ruth, ake ae into i age by 
The sum of $184,179 20, received from Lega- | the Rev. E. T. Doane, and information has been 
cies, is the largest amount derived from any sin- | received that the entire New Testament in Mort- 
gle source, and it has enabled the Society to con- | lock will be ready for the press at an early 
tinue and extend its work. The Managers are | date. ; Bayar 
deeply grateful for these testamentary remem-| The Epistles to the Corinthians, translated 
brances. into Muskokee by Mrs. Robertson, have been 


For the foreign work of the current year the | accepted by the Board, and a version of the 
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Epistle to the Hebrews in the same language is 
well advanced. . ‘ 

Authority has also been given for the publica- 
tion of various portions of the Old Testament in 
the Foochow Colloquial, including Ezekiel, Jere- 
miah, Lamentations, and the Minor Prophets, 
the work of translation having been done by Dr. 
C. C. Baldwin and Rev. S. F. Woodin, of the 
American Board, and Rev. L. Lloyd, of the 
Church Missionary Society. Some progress is 
reported also in the preparation of Scriptures in 
the Colloquials used in Canton, Shanghai, and 
Soochow. 

The convention of missionaries which was 
held in Tokio, in May, 1878, marked out a plan 
for securing a translation of the Old Testament 
in Japanese, and gave general authority to its 
“Permanent Committee” to select, in whatever 
way might seem best, a committee, or com- 
mittees, for doing the work. A number of mis- 
sionaries from Great Britain as well as from the 
United States have undertaken to combine trans- 
lation with other departments of missionary ser- 
vice, and, although the year has passed without 
anything being offered for publication, it is un- 
derstood that three books of the Old Testament 
are in the hands of a revising committee, and 
that two others are nearly ready for revision. 
Only Joshua and three of the Minor Prophets 
have, thus far, been printed. 

Dr. Verbeck, of the Mission of the Reformed 
Church in America, has devoted most of his time 
to translation work, and has completed the first 
half of the Book of Psalms, the remainder of the 
book having been assigned to Bishop Williams. 
The British and Foreign Bible Society, and the 
National Bible Society of Scotland, have accepted 
the invitation of this Society to unite with it in 
expediting this work by contributing to the sup- 
port of Dr. Verbeck. The “Permanent Com- 
mittee,” learning that this invitation was under 
consideration, not only gave their hearty ap- 
proval to the plan, but also took the occasion to 
express the hope that the three societies would 
make an arrangement to secure, at their joint 
expense, the services of Dr. Hepburn, Dr. 
Greene, and Rev. P. K. Fyson, as translators 
of the Old Testament on the same footing as 
that of Dr. Verbeck. 

In response to this unexpected solicitation, 
the Committee on Versions adopted the follow- 
ing paper, which was approved by the Managers 
and communicated to all who were supposed 
to be interested in this very important under- 
taking: 

1. A small company of competent scholars 
well versed in Hebrew and conversant with 
Japanese, who shall statedly devote the greater 
part of their time to translation work, would 
most efficiently accomplish the desired object. 

2. Should such a company be organized and 
charged with the sole responsibility for trans- 
lating’ into Japanese such parts of the Old Testa- 
ment as remain untranslated, and should the 
missionary societies with which they are Sever- 
ally connected solicit aid from the American 
Bible Society, this Committee sees no reason 
why such request should not be granted. 

3. A plan, by which two-fifths of the expense 
which may be incurred during a period of four 
years, shall be assumed by the American Bible 
Society, two-fifths by the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, and one-fifth by the National 
Bible Society of Scotland, is to be approved. 
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4. In case such liberal provision is made for 


|perfecting this much-desired work, it is obvi- 


ously just that the responsibility for the custody 
and conservation of the version should rest 
chiefly with the Societies at whose cost It 1s per-. 
fected and published. : 

The British Societies gave a qualified assent to 
these resolutions, and it was confidently hoped 
that the “Permanent Committee” would also 
approve, and would proceed to organize a small 
and efficient company of competent men for 
united and uninterrupted work, so that not many 
years would elapse before the yee would 
have in their own tongue the Old Testament as 
well as the New, but thus far no response has 
been received from them. In order, however, 
to meet the present emergency, Mr. Loomis has 
given particular attention to the reproduction 
of the Bridgman and Culbertson Chinese version 
of the Old Testament in Aunten, a form of print- 
ing in which the Chinese characters are supple- 
mented by diacritical marks for the benefit of 
Japanese readers, many of whom, with these 
helps, can use the Chinese forms intelligently. 
It is interesting to note, in this connection, the 
desire expressed by Japanese Christians, that in 
the work of translating the Old Testament, they 
may be represented by a committee of their own 
countrymen selected by themselves. 


ISSUES. 


The total issues of the year, at home and in 
foreign lands, amount to 1,676,232 copies, as 
follows: 

FROM THE BIBLE HOUSE: 


Bibles z ‘ A é ‘ - 
Testaments . = r a ‘. 
Integral Portions of the Bible . 
Volumes for the Blind : : 


IN FOREIGN LANDS: 
Bibles . . 


‘ 3 ; 28,460 
Testaments and Portions . * 


374,115 
402,575 
Total number of copies . 1,676,252 

Of the volumes issued from the Bible House, 70,389 cop- 
ies were sent to foreign lands, and are not here counted 
among the issues in foreign countries. 

THE ISSUES OF THE SOCIETY DURING SIXTY- 
SEVEN YEARS AMOUNT TO FORTY-TWO MILLIONS, 
EIGHTY-THREE THOUSAND, EIGHT HUNDRED AND 
SIXTEEN. ( 42,083,816.) 


THE BIBLE FOR THE BLIND, 


The number of volumes issued during the 
year was 307, and the entire number of volumes 
for the blind issued in forty-one years, 13,163. 


BENEVOLENT AND MISSIONARY WORK. 


While the title of the Society might indicate 
that its work is confined to the United States, 
or at least to this continent, yet the fact is, its 
field is co-extensive with the missionary enter- 
prise of the American churches. To this Society 
missionaries of all denominations look for the 
means wherewith to place the Scriptures within 
the reach of those among whom they are 
labouring. 

The enlargement of the work at home has not 
restricted the Board in its appropriations for the 
foreign work of the Society. 

From appropriations made in former years, © 
the sum of $38,757 54 has been returned to the 
Society from sales in foreign lands, 

The grants and appropriations for the work of 


1883.] 
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the Society in our own land have been on a 


liberal scale, as will appear from the following 
summary : 


Grants of books to Auxiliaries and others. 
Discount on sales’. ees % , ‘: 
Books to Life Directors and Life Members 
Salaries of District Superintend- 

entat::; 3 pets _ - $26,450 00 
Expenses for travelling, printing, 

ete. 3 3 : : 7,449 61 
Bible Society Record, net expense, 5,342 61 
Annual Report, etc. - 5 - 3,676 381 


33,899 61 


9,018 92 


From books granted for sale and gratuitous 
distribution the sum of $4,957 22 has been re- 
turned. 


THE GENERAL SUPPLY OF THE UNITED STATES. 


At the last annual meeting of the American 
Bible Society a Minute was adopted expressing 
the satisfaction of the members of the Society 
with the resolution of the Board to enter upon 
the work of a faithful and thorough re-supply of 
the United States and Territories with the Scrip- 
tures, and commending the purpose of the Board 
to the favour of Almighty God and to the sup- 
port of all the friends of his word. 

In accordance with this the Board issued an 
Address to the People of the United States, 
which has been widely circulated. A special 
circular was also sent to the officers of all the 
auxiliaries, soliciting their co-operation in sup- 
plying their own fields and in raising funds for 
the general work. Encouraging responses were 
received from some of them, approving the pur- 
pose of the Board and promising to provide for 
the wants of their respective territories. 

It soon became apparent, however, that a 
majority of the auxiliaries could not undertake 
the work even when aided by grants of books, 
and that the chief burden of the re-supply must 
come upon the Parent Society. The Managers 
had, therefore, to solve the problem and to make 
arrangements on the broadest scale to put the 
Bible within the reach of every family desiring 
to procure it. 

After careful consideration by the committees 
of the Board it was decided that the most eff- 
cient method was the employment of colport- 

_.eurs, whose labours should be supervised di- 
~fettly- from the Bible House. ; 

This plan has been in operation during the 
last six months of the fiscal year, The number 
of colporteurs commissioned during this period 
has been three ‘hundred and eleven. Forty-five 
of these have either completed the work assigned 
to them or have retired from service. Sixty- 
three counties have been reported as thoroughly 
canvassed, and the work is now in progress in 
about three hundred counties. ; 

Although the aggregate results of the various 
agencies stimulated to increased activity by this 
general effort are encouraging, yet the coming 
year is expected to showa great advance. Many 
of the auxiliaries have just entered upon the 
work, and the Society is rapidly extending its 
system of colportage. | 

The necessity for this general re-supply be- 
comes more manifest as the work progresses. 
In some parts of the country, especially among 
the coloured population, nearly one-half of the 
families visited were found without the Bible in 
their homes, while the colportage work of the 
year shows that the ratio of destitution is about 
one family in every six visited. 


HOME FIELD—RESULTS OF THE YEAR. 


The Board is gratified in being able to present 
the following results of the work of the past 


Z. Work of Auxiliaries. 


Auxiliaries reporting . 3 ; ‘ A 7 
ty engaged in canvassing their fields 

Paid agents employed c : S : r 

Unpaid local visitors 

Families visited : 3 ; 3 

: found without the Seriptures 

Destitute families supplied . é 3 J 

individuals supplied in addition 


755 
213 
133 
- . 1,268 
. 890,547 
. 55,222 
« 86,234 
. 16,081 
In Connecticut, Louisiana, Maryland, Massa- 
chusetts, New Hampshire, Oregon, Pennsyl- 
vania, Khode Island, Vermont, Virginia, and 
Washingtin Territory the State societies are ex- 
pected to supply their respective fields, though 
not in every case without grants of Scriptures 
from the Parent Society. 


2. Colportage Work. 


{ 

The number of colporteurs commissioned dur- 
ing the past year has been three hundred and 
eleven. The number under commission March 
31st, 1883, was two hundred and sixty-six. Of 
this number thirteen are in Alabama, twenty- 
five in Arkansas, five in California, two in Colo- 
rado, two in Dakota, four in Florida, fourteen in 
Georgia, two in Illinois, seventeen in Indiana, 
fifteen in lowa, twenty-three in Kansas, fifteen 
in Kentucky, one in Maine, twelve in Michigan, 
four in Mississippi, fourteen in Missouri, ten in 
Nebraska, one in New Jersey, two in New York, 
thirteen in North Carolina, ten in Ohio, three in 
South Carolina, fifteen in Tennessee, twenty-five 
in Texas, three in Utah and Montana, ten in 
West Virginia, and six in Wisconsin. Thus the 
canvass has been commenced in twenty-eight 
out of the forty-eight States and Territories. 

The results of the labours of these colporteurs 
are as follows: 

372,428 
56,357 


44,183 
25,222 


Families visited . = : 5 : : ° 
ey found without the Scriptures 
Destitute families supplied . 2 , ‘ 
a individuals supplied in addition 
To this should be added the colportage work 
of the Memphis and Shelby County Bible Society 
and of the South Western Bible Society, as the 
entire expense was borne by the Parent Society. 
Also of the Virginia Bible Sociery, three-fifths 
of the expense of the work having been met by 
grants of books from this Society. These three 
auxiliaries report: 
Families'visited was... «oe 
Yi found without the Scriptures 
Destitute families supplied . etna 
i individuals supplied in addition . 


55,524 
. 11,568 
rs 8,804 
2,821 


3. Distribution by Pastors. 


With so many colporteurs in the field, the pas- 
tors and missionaries in Kansas and Texas have 
to a great extent been relieved of the necessity 
of engaging personally in Bible distribution. 
Still, in the more inaccessible parts of these 
States some of them have rendered valuable 
service. Their reports show that they have vis- 
ited 7,186 families; 1,186 of these had not the 
Bible, 845 were supplied, besides 760 individuals. 


4. Combined Results. 


Families visited . . ». » « 
+ destitute of the Scriptures 
Destitute familiessupplied . .  . 3 
ue individuals supplied in addition . 


825,685 
124,333 
90,066 
44,884 


But besides the supply of these families in 
their own homes, the Board, through the agency 
of the New York Bible Society, has met the im- 
migrants as they landed in this city, and sup- 
plied them with the Scriptures in their own 
languages, that they might bear them to their 
new homes. 

Sixty-three thousand six hundred and five 
Bibles and Testaments were thus distributed at 
Castle Garden. As indicating the nationalities 
which are seeking homes in this country the fol- 
lowing statistics are of interest : 

Copies of Scriptures distributed in Danish, 

9,362; Swedish, 15,653; Flemish, 100; English, 
6,825; Welsh, 500; German, 29,166; French, 581; 
Italian, 1,125; Slavic, 20; Spanish, 16; Russian, 
12; Hungarian, 49; Bohemian, 71; Dutch, 94; 
Polish, 31. 
’ The Marine Committee of the New York Bible 
Society also placed 27,592 copies of Scriptures 
on outgoing vessels, to be distributed among 
the immigrants on their voyage hither. These 
91,197 copies of the Scriptures were a free grant 
from the Parent Society. The expense of dis- 
tribution was met by the New York Bible So- 
ciety. 


GENERAL VIEW OF OPERATIONS IN FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES. 


The year’s work, on the whole, was one of 
decided progress in nearly all the countries 
which engage the attention of the Society, and 
the total circulation reported, though not quite 
equalling the figures of the preceding twelve 
months, is greatly in advance of anything which 
had gone before. The distribution in the Levant 
has risen from 43,146 to 56,534; and that in China 
from 103,195 to 181,062 copies. As many pages 
have been circulated in Japan as in the prece- 
ding year, but the demand having been chiefly 
for complete copies of the New Testament, the 
issue of smaller Portions has fallen off. The 
number of volumes manufactured at the Bible 
House and sent to foreign countries, 70,389, is 
unprecedented, Fully one half of these have 
been shipped to Mexico, and more than half 
of the remainder to different parts of South 
America, 

_The attention of the Managers has long been 
directed to Cuba as a field in which very little 
circulation of the Bible has ever been accom- 
plished, and they have now adopted measures 
to establish a permanent Agency there. Letters 
from the British and Foreign Bible Society have 
given assurance of the readiness of its Committee 
to leave the prosecution of this work to those 
who are much nearer to it than they. Friends 
in Pennsylvania have taken particular interest in 
the movement, and have aided it by contribu- 
tions of money as well as by counsels. By ap- 
pointment of the Board, the Rev. E. T. R. Fripp, 
of Key West, went to Cuba in December, and 
spent the intervening time, until the rst of May, 
in doing such preliminary work as seemed to be 
desirable. Another colporteur, employed at the 
expense of the Female Bible Society of Phila- 
delphia, has been in hearty co-operation with 
him, Valuable information has also been ob- 
tained through Rey. Thomas L. Gulick, of Zara- 
goza, a missionary of the American Board, who 
made a visit to the island in February. 

Circumstances led to the postponement of Mr. 
Milne’s visit to Bolivia and the western coast of 
South America, until after the period covered 
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by his report, it being his purpose, however, as 
soon as the way opens, to carry out his original 
instructions and bring the Scriptures to the 
notice of the people in a region where the Bible 
is hardly known. oe : f 
The consent of Mr. C. T. O. King, of Monrovia, 
to take a general oversight of the Bible distribu- 
tion in Liberia, gives reason to hope for an in- 
creased circulation in that republic. | : 
The interest shown by Mr. Prince in the Soci- 
ety’s work in Russia knows no abatement, and 
gratifying reports have been received from him 
respecting Bible colportage in Siberia. Dr. Bliss 
made a visit to St. Petersburg in the early winter, 
hoping to secure from the Russian government 
some removal of restrictions which discriminate 
against the sale of the Society’s books in the 
Caucasian provinces, and even forbid their being 
carried through the country on the way to Persia. 
He was kindly received by the American .Min- 
ister and other friends at the capital, and *his 
appeal was laid before the authorities; but un- 
fortunately the restrictions are still enforced, 
and the Department of the Caucasus denies to 


American citizens the privilege of transporting” 


through their territory printed books which the 
Turkish government allows them to manufac- 
ture, and the Persian government allows them 
to sell. . 

Dr. Bliss has had valuable assistance from sub- 
agents at Athens, Alexandria, Beirut, and Erz- 
room, as well as from his son. The unsettled 
condition of affairs through a considerable part 
of the year impeded the operations of the Society 
in Egypt for the time being, but with less disas- 
trous results than was anticipated. The United 
Presbyterian Board of Publication have contrib- 
uted to this Society the sum of two thousand 
dollars, to promote the publication at Beirut of 
an Arabic Reference Bible in large type. 

Cordial relations have been maintained with 
the various Missionary Boards engaged in the 
work of foreign evangelization, and with the 
principal Bible Societies of Europe, among 
which may be particularly mentioned the British 
and Foreign, the Scotch, the Russian, and the 
Bible Society of France. 

The following list gives the names of the 
Agents now serving the Society in foreign lands, 
by appointment of the Board, whose whole time 
is devoted to the interests of the Society, with 
the dates of their appointment: 


MGRICO F,: sun 5 diees Rey. H. P. Hamilton, 
Mexico, 1879. 

Brag ga: aouseae dion Rey. Wm. M. Brown, 
Sao Paulo, 1880. 


Uruguay, Argentine 
Republic, & Bolivia, Rev. Andrew M. Milne, 
Montevideo, 1864. 
. Rey. Isaac G. Bliss, D.D., 
Constantinople, 1857. 
.« Rey. Edwin M. Bliss, 
Constantinople, 1877. 
» « Rev. Wm. L. Whipple, 
Tabreez, 1880. 
+ . Rey. Luther H. Gulick, M.D., 
Shanghai, 1875. 
. Rey. Henry Loomis, 
Yokohama, 1881. 


Besides these Agents, two hundred and sev- 
enty-six persons have been employed to distrib- 
ute the Scriptures in foreign lands. 
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TABLE OF FOREIGN DISTRIBUTION. 


No. of Books, 


67th Year.|66th Year.| 65th Year.|64th Year. 
ch Se abroad— 
MD LCS oc cescucscus 17,894 
bes eee 57,404 . 62'oi4 46 ood sess 
ortions ......... 383,099 877,792 216,125 134,638 
TOtal..s.seccrsce 458,397 449,136 275,983 185,688 
Bprerecod abroad . 
ee See. 7,612 9,089 5,736 
Testaments...) 34,186 35,144 27,052 eet 
Portions.......... 44,372 49,635 225150 19,935 
Total. s-<.csssx 86,170 93,868 54,938 40,352 
Issued abroad— 
it eee 28,460 18,274 26,007 26,586 
Test’s & Parts 374,115 412,391 290,098 200,375 
i it) 7) 402,575 430,665 316,105 226,961 
Sent abroad.......... 70,389 45,887 24,749 45,218 
Foreign circulation 472,964 476,552 340,854 272,179 
Cash Remittances 
to foreign lands |$146,754 44 |$133,980 69 |$108,120 63 | $93,963 26 
CONCLUSION. 


The year just closed will be regarded by all 
who examine the Report now presented as one 
of the most satisfactory in the history of this 
institution. At home the Fourth General Sup- 
ply has been auspiciously inaugurated, and in 
foreign lands the Society has entered new fields, 
while in countries where the work had been pre- 
viously established it has been prosecuted with 
remarkable vigour and success. This work, how- 
ever, proceeds so methodically and so noise- 
lessly, week after week, that its real magnitude 
may easily fail to be appreciated. 

Cheered by past successes, the Managers de- 
voutly trust that the coming year may witness 
larger results than those of any preceding year 
in the history of the American Bible Society. 


Foreign Hepartment. 


AUSTRIA.—The Society has for years been 
providing Bibles for the Austrian Mission of the 


4--,American Board, and it is gratifying to learn 


from a letter of Dr. Pomeroy, in the Mission- 
ary Herald, to what uses some of them have 
been put. Writing of the Protestant Church in 
Prague, he says: 

These people, who have so recently come out 
of the darkness and superstition of the Church 
of Rome, show an unusual fondness for Bible 
study, and for all that goes to make up a 
social church life in the very best meaning of 
the term. It is really wonderful what an ac- 
quaintance they get with the Bible. Without a 
concordance they will find almost anything they 
specially need for the occasion, and will often 
surprise one by quoting passages of Scripture 
right and left, giving book, chapter, and verse. 
They are being well trained in church work, and 
a great share of them can speak fluently and to 
the point, on almost any gospel truth that hap- 
pens to be brought up at a prayer meeting, or 
at a social gathering. These people make their 
religion the most important part, and the joy- 
ous part, of their daily life. The truths of the 
Bible and its promises for the future are real 
things to them. 
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FRANCE, 

Among the striking indications of a religious 
awakening in France is a broad-sheet which 
was widely distributed among the people as a 
souvenir of the funeral of Gambetta. It is ad- 
dressed to the citizens of Paris and of France, 
whether free-thinkers, Catholics, or Protestants, 
and is filled with Scripture verses in coarse, 
legible type, respecting Jesus Christ and the way 
of salvation. The passages of Scripture quoted 
are the following: Rev. xxi. 4; 2 Cor. v. 21; 
Romans v. 8,9; John v. 24-29; 1 Chron. xxviii. 9; 
Jer. ii. 19; John iii. 16; Jer. xxxi. 34; John xvii. 35 
Eph. ii. 8; John v. 39. Persons who desire to 
talk on truths so comforting are invited to come 
at certain hours to No. 32, rue Bolivar, and in- 
formation is given where the Scriptures can be 
obtained in Catholic and Protestant versions. 

We are informed that one lady had 67,000 
copies of this broad-sheet distributed among the 
populace, and that almost all of these were kindly 
received. 

—— 6.6 
JAPAN, 

Rev. J. H. Pettee, of Okayama, sends the fol- 
lowing incident in connection with the Bible 
work at that station: 

A man whose son is studying in Oakland, Cal., 
heard something of Christianity here in Oka- 
yama, and though not a baptized Christian, he 
appears to have the root of the matter inhim. A 
few months ago he received an appointment 
from the government, and removed some forty 
miles north of here. Although not an aggressive 
man at all, he carried his Christianity with him 
up into the wilderness, and has made a good 
use of it. He says the people of his district are 
beginning to have some knowledge of the true 
God, mainly through private study of the Scrip- 
tures and other religious books. He thinks they 
have yet no idea of love towards God, but 
merely a wholesome fear of him and his judg- 
ments. He says it is time to strike there, and 
he wants an evangelist. He is trying to per- 
suade our late bookstore agent to go up there; 
will try to obtain an appointment for him from 
the government so as to provide for his support. 

This man called on the governor of our prov- 
ince and had a long interview with him, mostly 
about religion. He was surprised to find how 
well posted on the Bible his excellency was; 
says it is very evident the man studies the Scrip- 
tures. “Just a little more and he’ll be all right,” 
is his confident assertion. We are glad of this 
proof of his acquaintance with the truth, and 
acknowledgment of its worth. 


ores OF 
CONVERSION OF A SHINTO PRIEST, 


BY REV. H. LOOMIS. 


About eight years ago an old Shinto priest, 
named Takekashi Gero, came to my house with 
a portion of the Scriptures and some other 
Christian books and said, “I have come to the 
conclusion that the Japanese religion is false, 
and I wish henceforth to learn and teach the 
Christian doctrine.” He asked that I would 
assist him to understand the books which he 
brought and I promised to do so. He came 
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from time to time with certain words and pas- 
sages marked, and listened carefully to the ex- 
planations. He was also a regular attendant 
at the ordinary religious services, and seemed 
very desirous of learning what the teachings of 
Christianity were. ; 

At the time for the examination of candi- 
dates for admission into the church he appeared 
among the applicants; but in the examination 
which followed it was evident that he had been 
committing Scripture and other religious works 
to memory, but had no clear idea that salvation 
was through the atonement of Christ. He evi- 
dently supposed that Christianity, like the false 
system of faith, was to be learned as the teach- 
ings of philosophy or mathematics, by the in- 
tellect alone. There was present an old woman 
who had fully grasped the idea of Christ as her 
Saviour, and was made very happy by trusting 
in him alone for salvation. We received her 
into the church, but not the priest. He was 
greatly surprised and evidently much disap- 

ointed at the decision. It is a common idea 
in Japan that a woman has no soul, and for her 
to be accepted, and him, a scholar and teacher, 
rejected, was very humiliating. He then dis- 
appeared and I was afraid we should not see 
him again. But some time after one of the 
young men went across the bay and found that 
he had returned to his home, and was studying 
the Bible and teaching his family and neigh- 
bours. Through his efforts a considerable num- 
ber had been induced to keep the Sabbath and 
meet together for worship and the study of 
God’s word. 

Hearing this account of his labours the native 
elder was sent over to learn more particularly 
in regard to the work. He returned with such 
a favourable report that I sent word I would 
like to see him at Yokohama. He came soon 
after and we had a long talk together. He was 
very humble, and evidently had been led by 
the Spirit of God. As we knelt in prayer be- 
fore his departure, he did not as before go 
through a form of words which did not seem 
to come from his heart, but he began with praise 
and thanksgiving to God for his great love and 
mercy. He seemed to realize the Divine pres- 
ence, and as he pleaded for his people he was 
so overcome that for some time he was unable 
to speak, He was received into the church, and 
as he held for the first time the emblem of our 
Saviour’s broken body he clasped it as a sacred 
treasure, and with tears of joy and gratitude 
lifted his face toward heaven in silent prayer 
and praise. 

At the next communion he brought a grand- 
child, who had been led to the Saviour by his 
influence and teachings, and she has since be- 
come a Christian helper. His remaining years 
were faithfully devoted to the service of his 
Master, and his greatest joy seemed to be to 
preach Christ. His consistent life and peace- 
ful death have made such an impression.where 
he was known that many others at to follow 
those doctrines which were his hope and stay. 
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A POLICEMAN BECOMING A PREACHER, 
BY REY. H. LOOMIS. 
In November last a Japanese friend called at 
_the Bible House, to request me to assist a oung 
man from Hirashima who was engaged in the 
police service and was anxious to study the 
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Bible. As the words in Scripture were often 
strange and the doctrines new, he desired some 
one to explain such words and passages as he 
did not understand. I promised to do so, and 
he came regularly and received such help as he 
desired. He at once procured a copy of the 
New Testament and sent it to his father at 
Hirashima, and from time to time would write 
to him the substance of what he had learned. 
His great interest in the subject and_ careful 
study of the word were very hopeful and 
encouraging. ; : 
About the New Year he was obliged to give 
up his place owing to sickness that was brought 
on by the severe exposure. He then asked that 
I would get him a situation where he could sim- 
ply earn his living and have an opportunity to 


study the word of God. Seeing his great de- . 


sire to know the truth I offered to help him so 
that he could enter one of the mission s¢hools 
and give all his time to study. This proposi- 
tion was accepted with many expressions of 
joy and gratitude. He said he fully believed 
what he had heard and was now trying to serve 
God. His teacher reported from time to time 
his faithfulness and progress in his studies and 
consistent Christian life. : 

On the last Sabbath in February he publicly 
professed his faith in Christ and was received 
into the church. Last Sabbath (March 4th) he 
called upon me, and I learned that he had begun 
to preach and was earnestly endeavouring to 
lead others to know the Lord. He told me his 
father was not a worshipper of idols, but was very 
strong in the belief that it was right and neces- 
sary to worship his ancestors. The young man 
was much troubled at this, and requested that 
I would especially pray to God that he would 
send the Holy Spirit to enlighten his father’s 
mind and reveal the truth as it is in Christ. 
May I ask others to pray not only for this man, 
but for the great mass of the people who are 
still without a saving knowledge of God’s holy 
word. 

The Lord is wonderfully blessing the work in 
the native churches of Yokohama, and there has 
never been such earnest and united supplication 
as is now to be seen on every hand; and asa 
result of this the people are being aroused and 
turning to the Lord as never before. 
Ss 
CUBA. 


The friends of the Society will surely feel” 


much interest in reading some of the observa- 
tions made by the Rev. Thomas L. Gulick in 
connection with a visit which he made to Cuba 
in February last. Mr. Gulick spent a few days 
in Havana, went to Matanzas, Cardenas, and sey- 
eral other towns, and conversed with many of 
the people on religious, political, social, indus- 
trial, and commercial affairs; and he says: 


_ My opinion, from what I have seen and learned, 
is that Cuba is a field about as ready and acces- 
sible for Bible work as any entirely new field can 
well be. By this I do not mean that there is any 
gouge thirst for the word of God, or even the 

nowledge of its existence, but that such inter- 


est and desire can be easily awakened. The> 


reasons for this are various; among others, the 
priests of Cuba seem to be even more immoral 
than those of Spain; the people in general have 


come much more in contact with the outside 
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world, and especially with Protestants, than in 
Spain; and the State church has lost its practi- 
cal power over the masses much more than in 
that country. Hundreds and thousands of Cu- 
bans travel in the United States every year, 
many of whom observe closely the workings of 
our institutions, and recognize more or less of 
the beneficial influence of our churches and the 
Bible. Many of these speak English, and are 


_very ready to admit that Protestantism is better 


than Romanism. Some of their young and in- 
fluential men of culture have been educated in 
Protestant schools in New England and else- 
where. I met in Matanzas a very intelligent 
young man of property, who speaks English flu- 
ently. He told me that he was educated, with 
several other young Cubans, in a school in Med- 
ford, Mass., where they went to Sunday school 
and to congregational preaching, and were daily 
instructed in the Bible. He said they especially 
enjoyed the New England Sabbath. He heartily 
endorsed all I had to say as to the benefits to a 
land of pure Christianity founded on the Bible 
alone. There are doubtless many others in Cu- 
ba in the same attitude of mind as this young 
man, who will be likely not only to sympathize 
with our work, but to render it more or less 
positive aid. 


After speaking of various methods proposed 
for securing the circulation of the Scriptures, 
Mr. Gulick adds: 


It appears to me that it will be a great mistake 
to make a practice of giving away either Bibles, 
Testaments, or Portions, except on rare occa- 
sions and for particular reasons. The inevitable 
consequence of doing so with any freedom is 
an injury to the sales and a lowering of the esti- 
mate of the book among the people. There are 
of course cases in which the giving away of a 
Gospel or Testament may awaken an interest 
and promote the sale of books; but the same 
interest can usually be more wisely awakened 
in some other way, as by the distribution, espe- 
cially when the colporteur goes ahead of the 
evangelist, of good, evangelical, unsectarian 
tracts, such as those published by the American 
Tract Society, which I can praise in the highest 
terms. *They are full of the most important 


ing presentations of the most vital Christian 
truths, entirely undenominational, intended and 
adapted to awaken the attention of the indiffer- 
ent. They are just about as good an advertise- 
ment of the importance and value of the Scrip- 
tures as the wit and piety of the wisest and best 
Christian men have been able to devise. 

The conviction has grown upon me from my 
own experience and that of others, that every 
colporteur, or any one else who would sell Bibles 
in Roman Catholic lands, should go well sup- 
plied with good, short tracts, which he can give 
away as advertisements of his Bibles and Por- 
tions. It is much better than for him to be giv- 
ing away oa Ole or whole Epistles which he 
will otherwise be tempted todo. | , 

Preaching and teaching, evangelistic and mis- 
sionary work, must be among the most import- 
ant agencies in a land like Cuba for awakening 
interest in the Bible and creating a sale for it. 
The Bible work is naturally auxiliary to the mis- 
sionary work. As they are the complement the 
one of the other, they should go together. Cuba 
is a virgin field, remarkably open to the gospel 


and near to our doors. It is, I am convinced, 
the duty and privilege of the American churches 
to take up missionary work there immediately. 
Meanwhile it is doubly important that the Bibie 
Society have agents in the field who can wisely 
and powerfully recommend the gospel which 
they circulate. The more and the larger meet- 
ings they are able to hold in different localities, 
the more of the Scripture they are likely to 
get into the hands of the people. I should not 
by any means advise the Bible Society to wait 
for some missionary society to enter the field, 
nor to confine their labours to any one or two 
localities, but have chosen men like Stephen, 
full of faith and power, to send them forth into 
all parts of the island, and give them a good de- 
gree of liberty as to the methods of their work. 

The chief means which have thus far been 
relied upon for circulating the Scriptures have 
been the bookstores, co-operative committees, 
and advertising in the papers. I advised your 
Agent to engage directly and personally in the 
work of selling, which he had not yet under- 
taken. To ascertain how feasible this might 
be, while riding in a railroad car I gave a few 
tracts to those sitting near me, and shortly after 
offered to sell them some Gospels at ten cents 
each—five cents in our money. I had twelve 
books, and sold six immediately without mov- 
ing from my place, then passing down the aisle, 
I sold the remaining six in a few minutes. On 
returning to Havana I told Sefior Diaz of it, 
and he said he would try it himself the next 
day. He had just held a religious meeting, at 
which some thirty or forty were present. At 
noon the next day he came to me and said that 
he had been from house to house and had sold 
some sixteen Bibles, besides Gospels and Testa- 
ments, in an hour or two; that he sold them all 
to those who had been at the meeting, but that 
he had not offered them to any others. He 
believed he could have sold to others if he 
had chosen. 

Cuba is in a transition state. The civil war 
has had two beneficial results: It has aided 
largely in the breaking down of slavery, and 
it has brought thousands to the United States 
and into contact with republican and Christian 
institutions. The New York Herald states that 
more machinery has been imported into Cuba 
in the past year than in any three previous years 
of her history. There is less drunkenness in 
Cuba than in any part of the United States with 
which I am acquainted. At the hotels the guests 
are in the habit of leaving their rooms unlocked, 
and I heard no one complain of his things 
being stolen. The coloured people of Cuba, 
who constitute about half the population, are 
much less instructed than those in the United 
States, but, doubtless, there as here, they will 
be found peculiarly accessible to Christian in- 
fluences. ‘There appears to be but little of that 
antagonism between the different races which 
is so strong in our country. The free Negro 
the Spaniard, the Chinaman, the Indian, an 
the Mulatto live and mingle together on terms 
of apparent equality, though the ignorance of 
most of the blacks and Chinese keeps them at 
the foot of the social scale. 

Let us hope and pray that the American 
churches may now awake to their duty to this 
large unevangelized and most accessible peo- 
ple at our very doors. 


Very cordially yours, THos. L. GULICK. 
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Domestic Department, 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 
ALABAMA AND WEST FLORIDA. 


Early in the month I visited the Jefferson 
County Bible Society, located in the city of 
Birmingham. I found them just resuming their 
work, which had been suspended because of 
the rains and fearful roads during the winter. 
This is one of our best auxiliaries, and has a 
wide field of usefulness. Located as Birming- 
ham is in the heart of the mining interests of 
the State, there is a steady growth of popula- 
tion, necessitating perpetual Bible work. 

On the second Sabbath I attended the anniver- 
sary of the Oxford Bible Society. This aux- 
iliary is located in Calhoun County, which is now 
being canvassed by a colporteur of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society. Still there is local work to 
be done, and the auxiliary is wide awake to the 
importance of its position. In addition to sev- 
_ eral large furnaces and other improvements in 
the vicinity of Oxford, it will soon be near the 
point of intersection of the great East Tennes- 
see, Virginia, and Georgia Railroad, and the 
Georgia Pacific Railway. This latter road is 
being constructed from Atlanta, Ga., to Bir- 
mingham, Ala. 


CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA. 


The work of the colporteurs of the California 
Bible Society is as follows: Families and busi- 
ness places visited, 2,152; families found desti- 
tute, 414; supplied, 141; individuals supplied, 
218, Number of books given 337, value $28 95; 
books sold 22, value $1 95. The number of 
Catholic families receiving the Bible was 82, 
and of Catholic individuals 90. Ships and 
other sailing vessels visited, 28; number of 
sailors supplied, 88. The Scriptures were dis- 
tributed in nine languages. 

The work of the two colporteurs of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society is as follows: visits, 1,145; 
families found destitute, 167; supplied, 81; in- 
dividuals supplied, 121. Number of books sold 
107, value $46 05; books given 81, value $11 70. 
Cash received on donations, $23 55. Days spent, 
30; miles travelled, 560. 


MISSOURI. 


I passed the first Sabbath in March at Oregon, 
Holt County, 370 miles from St. Louis. The 
anniversary of the auxiliary was held in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church—the Methodist 
Episcopal German, the Christian, and the Pres- 
byterian churches uniting. Pastors Caruthers, 
Hill, and Roberts made stirring addresses. 

I was in St. Charles on the second Sabbath. 
This auxiliary was organized in 1819, and has 
done much good work in past years. Some 
years since it made a thorough canvass of the 
county, and it will essentially aid a second can- 
vass now being made by the Parent Society. 
An: interesting anniversary was held in the 
Presbyterian Church, Dr. Martin pastor, 

The cena erg of the Cooper County Bible 
Society was held in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, in Booneville; on the third Sab- 
bath; three American and two German churches 
uniting filled the church. The addresses were 
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suited to the occasion, and a fair collection was 
made. 


NEBRASKA, COLORADO, AND WYOMING TER. 


During this month I have organized two new 
auxiliaries, North Bend and Ashland. They 
start off well and will do good work. I have 
visited ten auxiliary and branch societies, to 
do which I have been from home twenty-one 
days,.and have travelled 1,158 miles. The soci- 
eties visited are all out of debt and gradually 
pushing ahead, and they shew a willingness to 
do what they can in this work. 

I think I am safe in saying that no branch of 
mission work is held in higher esteem in this 
State than the work the American Bible Society 
is now doing. Churches and auxiliaries would 
gladly do more, if it were in their power, to aid 
in the present great work of supplying all the 
destitute of the land with the Bible. rs 


OREGON AND WASHINGTON TERRITORY. ~ 


The annual meeting of the Oregon Bible So- 
ciety was held at the First Presbyterian Church 
in Portland on Friday evening, March 2d, with- 
Rev. A. L. Lindsley, D.D., president of the so- 
ciety, in the chair. Able and interesting ad- 
dresses were delivered by Rev. Dr. Marvin, pas- 
tor of the Congregational Church in Portland, 
and Rev. E. Trumbull Lee, pastor of the Calvary 
Presbyterian Church. 

The reports of the secretary, treasurer, and 
depositary show the results of the year to be 
greatly in advance of those of a year ago. The 
aggregate value of Bibles and Testaments sold 
during the year is $2,287 52, and the amount 
collected on donations is $1,667 41. 

Bibles and Testaments have been donated 
during the year to the value of $288 96; 8,999 
families have been visited; 724 families were 
found without the Scriptures ; 447 of those found 
destitute were supplied; 794 persons were also 
visited, and 251 of them were found destitute and 
were supplied. 

The exploration and supply commenced by 
this society will be carried forward during the 
year, 
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TEXAS, 


The second Sabbath of the month I attended. 
the annual meeting of the Bastrop County Aux- 
iliary at Bastrop. The attendance was good 
and the spirit manifested encouraging. 

The third Sabbath I spent at Burnet. In the 
morning I preached, and in the afternoon I ad- 
dressed the Sabbath school in the Methodist 
Church, and at night the annual meeting of 
Burnet County Bible Society. The house was 
crowded and a hearty interest shown. My visit 
to this auxiliary was very pleasant. 

On the fourth Sabbath, at night, I took part in. 
the exercises of the thirty-third anniversary of 
Austin Bible Society in the First Presbyterian 
Church of the city. The Rev. A. E. Goodwyn, 
D.D., of the Methodist Church, South, presided. 
The Scriptures were read in eleven different 
languages, by representatives of various nation- 
alities, with statements of the translation and 
circulation of the Bible in those languages; also 
reading of the Scriptures in the sign language 
and in raised letters by representatives of the 
deaf and dumb and blind institutes of the State, 
followed by a stirring address by Rev. A. E. 
Hall of the Christian Church. The audience is 
said to be the largest Bible meeting ever assem- 


~-- - oni . 


1883.] . 


bled in the city, and the interest was very marked 
throughout the exercises. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 
Cameron and Vicinity Auxiliary is young and 
' flourishing. While a Bible committee it paid 
over eighty dollars into the treasury of Marshall 
County Bible Society, which recently donated 
$100 to the American Bible Society. 

_ Wetzel County Auxiliary was dead at my first 
visit ; now it has a credit of $80 18 and a well 
supplied depository. 

_The Lincoln Township Auxiliary, centering at 

_ Sistersville, has cancelled its former indebted- 
ness, and has a credit of $111 08, with a deposi- 
tory of Bibles in glass case valued at $48 85. 

March 25th was spent at Kingwood, Preston 
County. We combined the Easter festival and 
Bible anniversary meeting, making it a memo- 
rable day. Bible sales and collections amounted 
to $53 13. 
_ In 1877 the society was $159 73 in debt. Now 
it has a credit of $158 82, besides $52 16 worth 
of books enclosed in a neat case with glass 
doors. It has a live president, secretary, treas- 
urer, and executive committee. These auxiliaries 
have remitted $182 32 to American Bible Society. 

Our cause is growing in West Virginia, and 
most of the counties are re-canvassing their fields 
by aid of the Parent Society. 

<> 

MOWER COUNTY BIBLE SOCIETY, MINN, 
District Superintendent Hinton writes as fol- 
lows concerning the above auxiliary: 


This society held a union Bible meeting of 
great interest, on Sunday, February 23d. On 
* Tuesday evening I gave a statement of our work, 
which was well received, and a resolution pledg- 
ing the collections of the churches for our gen- 
eral work was passed. I assure you the Amer- 
ican Bible Society is highly appreciated here. 
The following extract from the report of the 
colporteur in this field was presented by the sec- 
retary: Families visited, 1,260; value of Scrip- 
tures sold, $155 88; value of Scriptures donated, 
$26 50; donations in cash received, $95 77; miles 
travelled, 1,080. 


‘““¥-*e SI0UA FEMALE BIBLE SOOIETY, OHIO. 


The sixty-fifth anniversary of this auxiliary 
was held in the Presbyterian Church, Piqua, 
March 4th, 1883. The treasurer reported receipts 
from individuals and churches, as donations, and 
from the depository, from sales of books, a total 
of $469 57; the year having begun with $195 46 
cash on hand. This auxiliary has forwarded to 
the Parent Society during the year $375, and 
has undertaken the work of the Fourth General 
Re-supply in its own district, without the col- 
portage aid of the American Bible Society. _ 

The secretary’s report contains an interesting 
account of the origin of the Piqua Female Bible 
Society in 1818, and its progress to the present; 
mentions also the good women who have passed 
away, but whose example of faith and works 
lives after them in the memory of those who 
still labour and believe in the maintenance of 
this auxiliary; and recounts the Bible distribu- 
tion made the past year by three lady visitors. 

An elaborate and exhaustive address on the 
“English Translations of the Scriptures,” was 
delivered on this anniversary occasion by the 
Rev. Francis K. Brooke. 
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CLARKSVILLE BIBLE SOCIETY, TENN, 


The anniversary of the above society was held 
at the Presbyterian Church of Clarksville, Feb. 
18th, 1883. The treasurer’s report gave the re- 
ceipts from collections and donations, and from 
sales, to February, 1883, as $173 35. The amount 
sent to Parent Society during the past year was 
reported as $150. 

Hon. D. N. Kennedy, president of the society, 
made a brief address, showing the work accom- 
plished during the past several years and urging 
the members not to relax their energy in pushing 
forward the great and good work. An able ad-, 
dress was also given by Dr. A. D. Sears, who 
gave the history of the Bible societies from their 
first organization to the present time, showing 
the vast work accomplished and the good re- 
sults following the distribution of the Scriptures 
throughout the earth. 
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HARRISON COUNTY BIBLE SOCIELY, W. VA, 


The following is a summary of the work done 
by Alexander W. Crawford, colporteur for Amer- 
ican Bible Society in the above county: Families 
visited, 3,510; found destitute, 512; destitute 
families supplied, 481; destitute individuals sup- 
plied in addition, 48; days of service, 203; miles 
travelled, 3,028; books sold, 2,030, value, $1,020 47; 
books donated, 216, value, $66 89; total receipts 
from sales and contributions, $1,115 13. 


Wiscellaneans, 


THE POWER OF THE BIBLE, 


Some years ago, while engaged in missionary 
work in one of our principal cities, I daily visited 
the patients in a large hospital. 

Among them was an intelligent man in middle 
life, who had left his home many years before, 
and since then had been a wanderer upon the 
earth. His sad, thoughtful face attracted my at- 
tention, and on making his acquaintance I became 
deeply interested in his spiritual welfare. Day 
after day I tried to impress upon him the necessity 
of repentance and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but all seemingly in vain. His heart, although he 
had been brought up by a pious mother, seemed 
utterly hardened against religious impressions. 
One day I handed him a Testament, resolving 
never again to speak to him on the subject. 

Soon after this he left the hospital, and for the 
time was forgotten. 

Some weeks later I visited another hospital, in 
a distant part of the city. What was my surprise 
to again meet this man, hastening forward to meet 


6. 
Almost his first words were: ‘‘ Do you remember 
giving me this?” (showing me the Testament.) 
J said, ‘‘ Have you profited by reading it?” 
His reply was, ‘‘Oh, yes, I had nowhere else to 
” 


Flis face told me of the peace the word of God 
had wrought in his heart. His mother’s prayers 
were answered. 

After a short conversation I left him, more 
encouraged than ever before to “sow beside all 
waters” and never despair, trusting in the divine 
promise, and in the Holy Spirit, who alone can 
cause the ‘‘good seed to spring up and bear fruit.” 
—Southern Christian Advocate, 
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CONVERTED BY A TELEGRAM, 


A young telegraph operator in an English pro- 
vincial town was anxious about his soul. But he 
could not have guessed that a message would reach 
him as it did. He had been sleepless all night, 
thinking of his need of a Saviour, and in the morn- 
ing he went to his work with his heart uttering 
the publican’s prayer. The sunny weather and 
beauty of summer scenery did not engage him 
now, for he was longing after that peace of God 
which the Christian feels. 

Absorbed with this desire he continued to pray, 
“God be merciful to me, a sinner,” and was con- 
stantly repeating the words when the click of the 
signal told him his office was called. He took his 
place at the instrument, and quickly and with un- 
usual emotion spelled the message from “‘ Herbert,” 
at Windermere, to ‘‘J. B,” at Warkworth: 

“ Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sins of the world.” ‘‘In whom we have re- 
demption through his blood, the forgiveness of 
sins, according to the riches of his grace.” 

Such a telegram as that the young man had never 
known to pass the wires before. It was sent toa 
servant-girl who, in her distress of mind, had writ- 
ten a letter to her brother ‘‘ Herbert” at the lake- 
side, but it proved a double benediction, for it 
came to the operator as a direct reply from heaven 
to his prayer. He accepted it as such, and his faith 
saw and rested in the Lamb of God. 

Meanwhile the golden telegram went to its desti- 
nation, and brought peace to the anxious soul of 
the poor servant-girl. It saved two instead of 
one. And those words are living words still, 
and as potent to bless and saye—not only two, 
but ten thousand times ten thousand.—Christian 


Herald. 
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5 THE UNITY OF THE BIBLE, 


In order that it may be properly understood and 
appreciated, the Bible must be considered in its 
unity, as a composite whole, and at the same time 
as made up of a variety of documents of widely 
different kinds, written at remote times and places, 
and for diverse specific ends. There is reason to 
believe that in this particular there is a lamentable 
amount of ignorance among many diligent readers 
of the Bible. Especially is there a manifest want 
of any clear notion of the mutual relations of the 
Old and New Testaments to each other, for the 
true spirit and purport of the Old Testament are 
to be learned only as they are seen to testify of 
Christ; and the person and mission of the Christ 
of the New Testament, and the character of the 

ospel system of salvation are seen most clearly 
in the light thrown upon them by the things ‘ writ- 
ten in the Law of Moses, and in the prophets and 
the Psalms,” concerning Christ. Like the man of 
Ethiopia, many read the letter of the word with- 
out understanding it, who, unlike him, however, 
fail to look for anything deeper than the letter, 
and for this purpose inquire of those whose office 
it is to unfold the deep things of the Spirit con- 
tained in the written word. The aphorism—‘‘a 

ood textuary is a good theologian ”—is true or 
alse, according as he has or has not learned to 
combine his texts into a consolidated unity. The 
Bible contemplated as a collection of texts strung 
together as a rope of sand, may be used to prove 
almost anything; it becomes the truth of God, 
only when its texts are woven together into a 
harmonious whole, each passage qualifying, and 


being qualified by, every other.— Western Ohristian 
Advocate. ; 


A BLESSED BIBLE. 

A speaker at the late anniversary of our county 
Bible society told of a Mexican’s Bible he had seen 
carried over the plains, thumb-worn and dust- 
stained by daily use, for which the owner had paid 
jifty dollars. The American Bible Society would 
have sold him the same book for eighty cents; but 
he had met this copy, in his own tongue, and 
would have it, even at so great a cost. Verily, the 
gospel has yet power over the hearts of men.— 
Colorado Methodist. 


Wuen Patrick Henry was near the close of his 
life he laid his hand on the Bible and said toa 
friend who was with him, ‘‘ Here is a book worth 
more than all others printed; yet it is my mis- 
fortune never to have read it with proper attention 
until lately.” 

———__#~< > _____——_- 

I po marvel greatly that ever any man shptld 
repugn or speak against the Scriptures, to be had 
in every language and that of every man. But if 
all the world be against us God’s word is greater 
than the world.”—Tyndale. - 
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NEW YORK, MAY 17, 1883. 


BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR 


fehl 
PLACE. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The stated meeting of the Board of Mana- 
gers was held at the Bible House on Thursday, 
May 3d, President S. Wells Williams, LL.D., in 
the chair. 

Religious services were conducted by the Rev. 
W. J. R. Taylor, D.D. 

The decease of. Frederick H. Wolcott, Esq. 
of New York, and of Charles C. Trowbridge, 
Esq., of Michigan, Vice Presidents of the Society, 
was announced, and Minutes expressive of the 
high regard in which they were held, were placed 
upon the records of the Board. 

Reports were presented from agents in foreign 
lands; and among others, from Dr. Gulick in 
China, who calls attention to frequent cases of 
interest among the Chinese arising from the cir- 
culation of portions of Scripture in advance of 
missionary instruction, and to the large increase 
in Bible colportage in his field; and from Dr, 
Bliss, of Constantinople, reviewing the quarter 
of a century spent by him in Bible work, during » 
which the combined circulation of the British 
and American Societies in the Turkish empire 
amounts to 1,128,870 volumes of Scriptures in 
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thirty languages, of which more than a million 
have been circulated by sale at an average price 
of about twenty-five cents a copy. 

Appropriations of funds were made, for printing 
and circulating the Scriptures in foreign lands, 
to the Russian Agency, the Evangelical Society 
of Geneva, the German Mission of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and the Spanish Mission of 
the American Board, the sum appropriated 
amounting to $16,385. 

Grants of books were made for benevolent 
distribution, chiefly in the United States, of the 
aggregate value of about $23,000. 

A draft of the Sixty-Seventh Annual Report 
of the Board of Managers, presented by the 
Committee on Anniversaries, was after amend- 
ment adopted, and ordered to be presented to 
the Society at its approaching Annual Meeting, 

Two Bible societies in Texas, and one in West 
Virginia, were recognized as auxiliary. 

‘The total receipts for April were $40,458 18. 
The issues of the Scriptures for April were 
II4,244 volumes. 


SIXTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL MEETING. 


The Sixty-Seventh Annual Meeting of the 
American Bible Society was held at the 
Bible House, May toth, 1883, at half-past three 
o’clock, P.M. 

In the absence of the President, who was 
detained by ill-health, Frederick S. Winston, 
Esq., Vice President, occupied the chair, sup- 
ported by Robert Carter, Esq., and Hiram M. 
Forrester, Esq. 

The following delegates were enrolled: Ste- 
phen R. Gray, Esq., of the Albany County Bible 
Society; Hon. John Eddy, President of the 
Otsego County Bible Society; and Mr. Edmund 
Bell, representing the National Bible Society 
of Scotland. 


L«.Dhe Rev. J. Maxwell Pringle read the tg9th 


“Psalm and offered prayer. 

The Recording Secretary reported the names 
of Managers whose term of office expired at 
this time; whereupon, a committee, consisting 
of Messrs. Stephen R. Gray, Thomas Storm, and 
Augustus Taber, was appointed to nominate 
suitable persons to fill their places. After due 
consideration the committee reported, recom- 
mending for election the following candidates: 

. John E. Parsons, 
Frederick Sturges, 


Theophilus A, Brouwer, 
James L. Banks, M.D., 
James M. Fuller, Robert Lenox Belknap, 
James H. Taft, F. Wolcott Jackson, 
George J. Ferry. 


The report was adopted, and the gentlemen 
named were, duly elected Managers for four 
years, ending May, 1857. 

Secretary McLean presented an abstract of 
the Annual Report of the Managers for the year 
just closed, and on motion of Mr. Forrester, it 


Resolved, That the Report, an abstract of 
which has just been read, be printed and cir- 
culated under the direction of the Board of 
Managers. 


Mr. Andrew L. Taylor, Assistant Treasurer, 
presented a statement of receipts and disburse- 
ments for the year ending March 31, 1883, which 
was accepted and ordered to be printed in the 
Annual Report. 

On motion of Thomas Storm, Esq., it was 


Resolved, That the Board of Managers as now 
constituted be directed to meet at the Bible 
House on the third Thursday of the present 
month, for the purpose of organizing for the 
ensuing year and the transaction of such other 
business as may be presented. 


On motion of Smith Sheldon, Esq., it was 

Resolved, That when the Society adjourn, it 
do adjourn to meet in the Bible House, in New 
York, on the second Thursday in May, 1884, 
at 3% P.M. 

Interesting remarks, reminiscences, and re- 
ports respecting Bible distribution were made 
by Mr. Carter, Mr. Winston, Mr. Storm, Mr. 
Charles W. Smith, and the delegates present 
from other societies; after which the Minutes 
were read and approved, and the Society ad- 
journed. 

FREDERICK H. WOLCOTT. 

The Board of Managers of the American Bible 
Society record with sorrow the decease of their 
late co-labourer, Mr. Frederick H. Wolcott, 
which took place, after a brief sickness, at his 
residence in Astoria, L. I., on Wednesday, April 
tith, 1883, in the seventy-fifth year of his age. 

Mr. Wolcott was the grandson of Oliver Wol- 
cott, one of the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence, and afterwards governor of Con- 
necticut; and the son of Frederick Wolcott, a 
gentleman who was held in the highest respect 
and affection for his purity of character and 
the soundness of his judgment. Sprung from 
this heroic stock, Mr. Wolcott’s own career 
illustrated the best principles and habits of 
American citizenship. Courteous, modest, and 
sincere, a man of gentle graces and strong con- 
victions, and thoroughly conscientious in his 
Christian life, religion inspired his patriotism, 
governed his mercantile transactions, adorned 
his social and domestic character, and made 
him eminently useful in the churches and in 
those benevolent institutions and many trusts 
to which he gave much of his time and means 
and care. 

Mr. Wolcott was elected a Manager of this 
Society in 1852, and a Vice President in 1873. 
He was a member of the Committee on Dis- 
tribution from the first year of his connection 
with this Board, and became its chairman in 
1873. He was also, for several years past, a 
member of the Committees on Anniversaries 
and on General Reference, and frequently 
served on special committees, to which were 
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intrusted many matters of great importance 
and difficulty. 

During this long period of thirty-one years 
Mr. Wolcott devoted himself to the work of 
the Society with singular fidelity, wisdom, and 
zeal, with patient attention to details, tenacity 
of purpose, and purity of motives, and with a 
noble enthusiasm which was born of his catholi- 
city of spirit, and the grandeur of the cause 
which he loved and served so well. The pro- 
posal for the Fourth General Supply of the 
United States with the Scriptures, which is now 
in progress, originated with him, and he did 
much towards its inauguration and successful 
prosecution. 

With reverence for one who thus “served 
his generation by the will of God,” and “fell 
asleep” in the midst of his usefulness, the 
Board of Managers, sensible of their loss and 
grateful to God for his example and fellow- 
ship, direct that this memorial be entered upon 
their minutes and published in the Bible Soci- 
‘ely Record; and that a copy of the same be 
sent to the family of their departed friend as a 
token of sympathy in their bereavement, and of 
regard for his eminent worth and well-finished 
work, 


CHARLES C. TROWBRIDGE. 

Charles C. Trowbridge, Esq., of Detroit, Mich., 
who was elected one of the Vice Presidents of 
this Society in 1871, closed an honoured life of 
more than fourscore years on Tuesday, April 3d, 
1883. He was a member of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, and is said to have preceded the 
first missionary of that church in Michigan or 
west of Lake Erie. He saw the country now 
forming Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minne- 
sota when it was a single Territory of less than 
ten thousand white inhabitants. For more than 
half a century he was a member of the Stand- 
ing Committee of the Diocese of Michigan, and 
he has been a member of every general conven- 
tion of his church from 1835 to the present time. 
His place of residence has been so remote as 
to deny the members of the Board the satis- 
faction of personal intercourse with him, yet 
they have received the most abundant evidences 
of the purity and integrity of his character, of 
the benignant Christian influence of his pro- 
tracted and honourable career, of his generous 
gifts to various benevolent enterprises, and es- 
pecially of his hearty and substantial interest 
in the work of this Society. It is directed that 
this Minute be placed upon the records of the 
Board and published in the Bidle Society 
Record, and that a copy of the same be for- 
warded to the family of Mr. Trowbridge. 

a 
DEATH OF REV. GEORGE M. TUTHILL. 


We record with sorrow the decease of District 
Superintendent Tuthill, which took place at his 


[May 


residence in Kalamazoo, Mich., on the 9th of 
May. Mr. Tuthill was born on Long Island in 
1818, graduated at Amherst College in 1839, and 
at Union Theological Seminary in 1846, and after 
being ordained to the ministry he had charge 
of various Presbyterian and Congregational 
churches until in the autumn of 1871, when he 
was appointed Agent for Michigan for the Amer- 
ican Bible Society. In October, 1876, his field 
was extended so as to include Wisconsin. Mr. 
Tuthill has rendered faithful and diligent service 
in the Bible cause, and his memory will be cher- 
ished by a wide circle of friends who testify of 
the purity of his life and his devotion to the 


work of the ministry. He leaves a widow and 


three children. 


+ 
<> 


THE LIBRARY. 
FROM THE SIXTY-SEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT. 

There have been added to the Society’s Li- 
brary during the year not far from one hundred 
volumes (not including duplicates), chiefly copies 
of the Holy Scriptures in different versions and 
languages. Many of these have been sent to 
the Society by friends and correspondents at 
home and abroad, to whom thanks are due for 
the kindness they have shown and the interest 
they have taken in adding to this rare and valu- 
able collection of books, the foundation of which 
was laid nearly seventy years ago. The entire 
Library has now been re-arranged and made 
more accessible for any who wish to consult it. 
The increase of interest in the history of the 
English Bible has made more than usual enquiry 
for opportunities to consult the early editions, 
and other works relating to them. It is desir- 
able to have additions made of similar volumes, 
not in the line of theological miscellany or even 
of commentary, but of a kind to show what has 
been accomplished in giving to the nations of 
the earth the Holy Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments. Contributions of such a char- 
acter will be thankfully received. 


Recent Accessions to the Library of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society. 


1. THE BIBLE IN ZuLU. 8vo. American Bible Society, 
New York, 1883. 

This version of the Bible in Zulu is the work of mis- 
sionaries of the American Board, many of whom haye 
hada share in producing it. Some parts of the Old Test- 
ament now appear for the first time. The New Testa- 
ment, first printed in 1865, has now reached a fourth 
edition and is enriched with marginal references. 


2. THE FouR GOSPELS IN ZULU. 32mo. American Bible 
Society, New York, 18838. 
These portions are printed from the same type as the 


preceding, but.on a different page and without the 
marginal references. 


38. Tae Hoty Brsue. [ Authorized Version.] 12mo. 
Hudson & Goodwin, Hartford, 1812. 


4. Tam Hoty Brsux. [Authorized Version.] 12mo. 
Mathew Carey, Philadelphia, 1812. 
These two volumes were presented by Geo bet 
Epon Eee of N Ne York, Yk ae esr; attention to. the 
f avi een prin ublished, and 
the Roman Catholic bookseller, athew Carey. i 
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5. DANTEL and REVELATION or J OHN, analyzed, trans- 
lated, and accompanied with critical studies, by Rey. 
Leicester A. Sawyer. Whitesboro, N. Y., 1883. 

Presented by the translator. 


Preliminary portions of a new translation of the 
entire Bible. The author retains the chapter and verse 
divisions which in his earlier translations he abandoned. 


6. II. CHRONICLES IN FoocHOW COLLOQUIAL. Foochow 
M. EB. Press, 1882. 
Forwarded by Dr. Gulick. 


_ A new translation made by Rey. 
American Board. 


S. F. Woodin, of the 


7. THE NEw TESTAMENT IN MANDARIN COLLOQUIAL. 
Shanghai, 1883. 
Forwarded by Dr. Gulick. 
A copy of an edition just printed from new plates. 


8. JOHN IN COREAN, translated by Rev. J. Ross, and 
printed in Newchwang, 1882. 
Presented by Rev. Wm. Muirhead. 


9. LUKE IN COREAN, translated by Rev. J. Ross. 
Forwarded by Rey. H. Loomis. 


10. Tar NEw TESTAMENT IN PERSIAN. 8vo. London, 
1882. 
Presented by the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
This is Henry Martyn’s version, revised by Rev. 
Robert Bruce, D.D., of Julfa, of the Church Mission- 
ary Society, and the late Prof. Palmer of Cambridge, 
Eng., and is beautifully printed in what appears to be 
the Beirut Arabic type. 


li. THe New TESTAMENT and PSALMS IN GERMAN. 
Halle, 1794. 
Presented by the late Frederick H. Wolcott, Esq. 


Luther’s version; described on the title-page as the 
156th edition. 


2. Tue GREEK NEW TESTAMENT AS PUBLISHED IN 
AMERICA. pp 35. 8yo. 1882. 

An article by Isaac H. Hall, LL.B., Ph. D., of Phila- 
delphia, first published in Transactions of American 
Philological Association. It contains a list of American 
editions, and gives the peculiarities of the text which 
they severally follow. 


13. BIBLIOTHECA WIFFENIA. Spanish Reformers of Two 


2d vol. 8vo. Strassbourg, 1883. 
Presented by the author. 


This elaborate volume contains notices of Juan Perez, 
Cassiodoro de Reina, and other reformers, and is espe- 
cially valuable for details relating to the literary his- 
tory of the Spanish Bible and for full bibliographical 
descriptions of ancient and modern editions. 


14. AIDS TO THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE BIBLE, by 
4-«,yarious authors. Edited by Alexander Williamson, 

“A ieD, Published by the London Religious Tract So- 
ciety. 1883. 

A large book, printed in Chinese type, containing gen- 
eral and special Introductions to the books of the Bible, 
with a Harmony of the Gospels, tables of weights and 
measures and chronology, five Bible maps, etc., with 
notes on miracles and parables. 


15. Toe BIBLE TEXT BOOK AND INDEX, with Glossary 
of Scripture phrases which appear strange to the Chi- 
nese. By Rev. Wm. Muirhead, of the London Mission- 
ary Society. Shanghai, 1883. 

This separate volume forms a single chapter of the 
preceding volume, 


16. Wint1AM CAREY. By James Culross, D.D. A. C. 
- Armstrong & Son, New York, 1882. 

Presented by Mr. Armstrong. 

A new biography of one of the pioneers in the work 
of aging. translations of the Bible anda Christian 
literature for India. A born linguist, for forty-one 
years a missionary in the Hast, he translated the Scrip- 
tures into Bengali and Sanscrit, and with his associates, 
Marshman and Ward, superintended the issue from the 
press at Serampore of more than two hundred and 
twelve thousand volumes of Scripture in forty differ- 
ent languages. 


17, Ar Home In Frat. By C.F. Gordon Cumming. With 
map and illustrations. A. C. Armstrong & Son, New 
York, 1883. 
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Centuries from 1520. By Edward Boehmer, D.D., Ph.D. | 


17 


Presented by Mr. Armstrong. 


Interesting sketches of life among a people but re- 
cently rescued from cannibalism and barbarism, who 
now have nine hundred Christian churches. Two Fijian 
versions of the Lord’s Prayer may be found on page 107. 


Societies Recognized as Auxiliary, 
May, 1888. 
With Names and Post Office Addresses of Corresponding Secretaries. 
Coleman County B.S., Texas, Walter Smith, Coleman. 


San Angela B.S., Texas, M. C. Nason, San Angela. 
Newburg & Vicinity B.S., W. Va., J. Emory Paul, Newburg. 


———_0 0§—______—_. 


Deceased Members. 
Rey. Charles B. Boynton, D.D., Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Rey. J.S. Grasty, D.D., Kansas City, Mo. 
Rey. J. S. L. Tomb, Hoosick Falls, N. Y. 
Rey. Benj. F. Cocker, D.D., Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Rey. William W. Farr, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Rey. Henry Bannister, D.D., Evanston, Ill. 
Rey. Fales H. Newhall, D.D., Worcester, Mass. 
Rey. Matthias Lusk, Coxsackie, N. Y. 
Louisa A. McIntyre, Peru, N. Y. 
Rey. William Pitcher, Greenwich, N. Y. 
Rey. Nathaniel G. Bonney, Hanover, Ct. 
Abby Barnard, Dansville, N. Y. 
Rey. Frederick A. Ross, D.D., Huntsville, Ala. 
Mrs. Abby B. Sabin, Williamstown, Mass. 
Mrs. A. C. Frissell, Bloomfield, N. J. 
Mrs. Sarah B. Tibbits, Troy, N. Y. 
Rey. Ira Abbott, Middlebury, Ct. 
Mrs. Elizabeth R/ Eddy, Greenwich, N. Y. 
Mrs. A. S. Lakin, Huntsville, Ala. 
Mrs. Mary Prentiss, Jonesville, N. Y. 
Mrs. Martha Y. Ginder, New Orleans, La. 
James Duncan, Albany, N. Y. 
Alfred Trader, Xenia, Ohio. 
Hugh Newell, Findlay, Ohio. 
Mrs. M. C. Dillon, Seattle, Wash. Ter. 
Edward J. Northrup, Portland, Oregon. 
Nicholas Ickes, Atlantic, Iowa. 
Mrs. Laura Bixby, Gilbertsville, N. Y. 
Mrs. F. B. Kellogg, Rochester, N. Y. 
Samuel P. Smith, Orange, N. J. 
Mrs. Abigail G. Peck, East Bloomfield, N. Y. 


—— + 
Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports, 
For the year ending March 31, 1883. 
Number of District Superintendents reporting (aver- 


GLC WOM WIOWEI) spp rata asieieislotaiefolats visisie's'd e(siainiceie'es vs eleeistale 18 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., Visited...........secssesseee 1,423 
Anniversaries ab6ended cise. si psccccesscsccccesnevsce 536 
New Societies and Committees formed..............+++ 47 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause., 1,845 
TAOUEOTR BOD Giss asters ii siaosiess oascinscvesasiscciagseicsssiecsicaticree 21,382 
Miles travelled on official duty............cceeceeeesseees 199,716 
Donations and subscriptions secured for the Bible cause $18,304 57 

9 0 
Summary of Bible Distribution in the Year, by One 
hundred and Fourteen Colporteurs and Three hundred 


and nineteen County Agents, 
Colpor’s. Co. Agt’s. 


Number of Days of service.. 29,322 4,231 
Number of Miles travelled... 206,650 41,917 
Families visited by them............sseeeeeeees 873,791 145,492 
Families found destitute of the Bible......... 56,718 18,274 
Destitute families supplied............eseeeeee 44,479 10,145 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition.... 25,251 8,064 
Number Of DOOKS SOG... 55... cccrecesesccseneves 163,701 20,479 
Value Of DOOKS SOlG.........seesererescesecsces $60,692 67 $8,977 55 
Number of books distributed gratuitously.... 46,660 14,343 
Value of books distributed gratuitously....... $11,156 15 $8,599 01 
Contributions received...........ceecceesreeers $8,401 28 $9,483 64 
—_____- o_—_____—_- 
Summary of Seven Hundred and Thirty-five Annual 


Reports of Auxiliary Societies, 
Received during the twelve months ending April 30, 1883, 


Receipts from sales in twelve Months..........-..-++++. $56,390 59 
ae * eollections and donations................ 57,921 15 
Paid American Bible Society on book account..,..... 61,394 17 
“ se 2 be on donation account..... - 15,005 71 
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Expended on their own fields........... Heemteensataads $31,617 88 
Value of books donated.........ssseeeee 8,304 05 
Value of stock on hand at date 99,803 74 
No. of these auxiliaries reporting general operations... 117 
Collecting and distributing agents employed........ss« 125 
Families visited by them..........+ «++. a 237,655 
Families found destitute............+.++ 82,865 
Destitute families supplied..............++5+ 21,799 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition.. ze 6,231 
Sabbath and other schools supplied..........--..+ee+-ee 164 


to > 9 —_—__—_——_ 
Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports, 


, For the month of March, 1883. 

Number of District Superintendents reporting......... 18 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited 120 
Anniversaries attended..............e00. 53 
New Societies and Committees formed..............+++ 

Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 148 
Letters: SONG... oc .cis ceweececctdtcaccosecevescseceveevescees 2,812 
Miles travelled on official duty..............cececeeeeeee 18,262 


Donations and subscriptions secured for the Bible cause $1,937 62 
> 6 


Summary of Bible Distribution in March by One Hun- 
dred and sixty-three Colporteurs and forty-seven 


County Agents reporting. 
Colpor’s. Co. Ag'ts. 


Days of service...... Gonugdouocen aritnes deb te vesten 38,280 1,021 
MITES TTAVELLCG 2c... cuties sivas ss Bivtceles coltwacte sieue 34,372 7,282 
Families visited by them.......... seid stelesletalateiase 46,361 20,315 
Families found without a copyof the Scriptures 6,192 2,255 
' Families supplied by sale or gift............... 4,926 1,243 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition.... 2,634 570 
Wuaibersof DOOKS S01 s.04 i ois sce smcescvsievecacies 20,843 3,093 
Wale OF -DOOKEIBOLG fescies coitmee conte cies 's clereiseene $7,780 10 $1,390 73 
Number of books distributed gratuitously.... 4,679 1,500 
Value of books distributed gratuitously..... . $1,153 60 $356 91 
Contributions recelved.........esceeceess cape $670 44 $1,464 74 
—_—_————_¢> e—___—__ 


Summary of One Hundred and twenty Annual Reports 
of Auxiliary Societies, 
Received in April, 1883. 


Receipts from sales in twelve months............. eesee $8,866 49 
Receipts from collections and donations.,............. 10,076 26 
Paid American Bible Soclety on book account........ 12,049 78 
Paid American Bible Society on donation account... 1,776 59 
Expended on their Own flelds..........scsescsecceeveces 4,284 01 


Value of books donated 


No. of these Auxiliaries reporting general operations a7 
Collecting and distributing Agents employed......... 17 
Families visited by them.,......... efanien iat chads Restew ‘ 19,784 
Families found destitute. ..ccvccceccevesssecsesccecdces ‘d 1,864 


Destitute families supplied..........ccccecccceceecceccs . 1,060 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition............ “ 858 
Sabbath and other schools supplied.............e0eeeeuee i 


RECEIPTS IN APRIL, 1883, 
FOR GENERAL PURPOSES. 


Ames, Captain J., Northfield, Minn.......... 8 $1 00 
‘Beardsley, W., Rochester, Minn aN 4 00 
Briggs, Rey. M. V., Bridge Creek, Mo........ i 1 00 
Cash, Packerton, Pa............ AASieebOeAMRARan 20 00 
ORS sae cs eluant SSIS OCI OCA ORT 28 28 
Collections in Little Rock, Ark., through Rey. 

AVY uhh, WOLUOT HO Sane ances an ae hie wietanrareiniaie 80 50 
Collections at Helena, Ark,........ 6 50 
Collections by Colporteurs......... 652 94 
Cox, Charles B., St. Louis, Mo..... 1 00 
Cole, Gordon E., Faribault, Minn.... 5 00 
Doane, Mrs. L. E., Owosso, Mich....,.. 10 00 
Dickman, F. F., M.D., Fort Scott, Ks, 15 00 
Elliot, Adam, Madrid, N. Y........ untete 5 00 
Hudson, Daniel, Northville, N. Y...... 20 00 
Haywood, Sarah, Pottsville, Pa.......... 100 00 
Johnson, Martin, Port Andrew, Wis.......... F 1 00 
Jones, Thomas D., Middle Granville, N. Y.... 5 00 
Jervis, John B., Rome, Nu. Yuscissecevecsecsess 80 00 
January, Mrs., Ferguson, Mo.... * 150 
Kamp, Mrs., Ferguson, Mo........... 150 
‘Peoler, Hon. H., Henderson, Minn...... 2 00 

Sumvinels eae a§ 10 00 


Rilyn, Rev. H. G., Pella, Iowa.... 
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Strong, Mrs. E. B., Woodbourne, N. Y.....--- $30 00 
Stauffer, C. F., Berne, Ind.......-.0+-++eeeee+ a 2 00 
Wiley, Rey. C. H., Winston, N. C.....---++++++ 30 00 
Wells, H. R., Preston, Minn........-----+s20++- 5 00 
Wright, Mrs. Rebecca, Cazenovia, N. Y....-.. 25 00 
Alexander Campbell Fund...........++e-++++++ 47 37 
E. J. M. Hale Fund... 0... ssscsamcsdosccesemeces< 165 00 
Jacob Harnisn Fund... onceccanssceresecs<e== 340 00 
¥, Marquand Fund... .. sss... 000s 00ssccencccoess 350 00 
LEGACIES. 
Boise, Mrs. Elvira, late of Bellevue, Ohio....-. 1,000 00 
Case, Clarissa, late of Charlton, Mass......... 1,621 59 
Constable, Alida V. R., Philadelphia, Pa...... 1,005 00 
Freedly, Henry, late of Philadelphia, Pa...... 175 00 
Howe, Daniel, late of Bridport, Vt...........- 1,000 00 
Ingraham, Daniel P., late of New York....... 1,000 00 
Kenyon, John §., late of New York .......... 1,000 00 
Turner, Samuel, late of Johnson Co., Ind..... 35 00 
Whipple, Rebecca, late of Logan, Ohio........ 100 00 
CHURCH COLLECTIONS. 
ALABAMA. : 
Georgiana, Meth. Ep. Ch. South..............+ 6 39 
Onford, Pree. Chicas sciedinnctinna salon ae weue 9 06 
ARKANSAS. 
Bakesvile, PCB. CRicss sinc <seisc0vancesenrennd 6 15 
Des. Axe; Pret iGc. cicase fs it wcetn esas 410 
Tonoke, Preiss GR. osc isin oon onuecancattenheeeen 16 
Mertanna, PYGR. Ch. oe Res enwennbe ase 2 00 
Mountain Home, Meth. Ep. Ch. South......... 37% 
Quitman, Meth. Ep. Ch. South..............+6+ 3 06 
Sebastian County, Cumberland Pres. Churches 6 50 
Sulphur Rock, Meth. Ep. Ch. South............ 2 00 
Wainut Ridge and Corning, M. E. Ch. South.. 250 
COLORADO. 
Carson City, First Pres. Ch... ...........e.cesses 8 00 
* CONNECTICUT. 
ust Berlin, Meth: Ep. CR... .<sc<0seuceussnesies 2 00 
New Haven, George St. Meth. Ep. Ch......... 15 00 
Trumbull, Cong. Ch. and Society.............. 15 60 
: INDIANA. 
BIOOMING(ION, 36, Bo CRiniavcvn vs can sobenteaaenies 17 00 
MICHIGAN. 
Juckson, Meth. Bp. Ganccdeicdcn wa denccuucdeunae 6 96 
Tecumseh, Union Meeting... ...........cceceeees 15 90 
MINNESOTA. 
East Union, Swedish Ch........cccceesseccessccs 10 40 
Northyield, Cong. Ch. 18 22 
oh! HGR, BD. Qi sien vnutces Serato 8 56 
Northwestern German Conference............ 2 00 
Wadbashaw, Cong. Chu... .cccscecccsccsseseceus 9 50 
Boonvitle, Charghes OF... ..ssncncksscassauenksen li 40 
Kansas City, Churches of 60 60 
Missouri Annual Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch.. 66 85 
Oregon, GCHaPohea OTs... Casts asaceausteseeeey 18 00 
St. Charles, German Evangelical Churches.... 10 00 
St. Louis, St. Paul German Evang. Ch......... 10 10 
St. Louis Annual Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch.. 27 56 
NEW JERSEY. 
Newark Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch............ 217 
New Jersey Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch.. 512 62 
Paterson, Market St. Meth. Ep. Ch........... ‘ 50 00 
NEW YORK. 
Cornwatl-on-Hudson, Pres. Ch... cc... ccesceee 8 00 
Kilington, Meth. Ep. Ch... cccccccccecscacvees Zi 315 
Johnsonville, Meth. Ep. Ch............ ‘ 10 00 
Middle Village, L. I., Meth. Ep..Ch....... <4 1 00 
New Rochelle, Meth. Ep. Ch............ece0s tat 39 00 
New York Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch..... .... 426 30 
Northern New York Conference, M.E.Ch... 805 75 
New York East Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch.... 439 99 
Phetps, Meth Epi Gn. cic eetatce aka 6 00 
Schodack Landing, Reformed Ch...........006 8 10 
Troy Conference, Meth. Ep.Ch............... - 883 08 
Avonddle, Pres, Ch...... RAE Abin | wepienes’ 85 94 
Neath, Cong. Ch........ epee) o 5 50 
Sheakleyvilie, Meth. Ep. Ch........0..ccceeeees 8 25 
Benson, Meth. Bp. Claws ccecsceerecacesee 480 


Monkton, Meth. Ep. Ch 
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Credited Credited 
as Donation. on Account, 


Jeffersonville and Vicinity, Ind...... $20 00 
Kasson, Minn....5.00005+ Bopiccrs aiee 44 24 
Knox County, Ind "5 00 
Lake City, Minn 9 70 
: #807 28 Le Seuer County, Minn............. 81127 
AVAILS OF SALES BY THOSE TO WHOM BOOKS HAVE | Lee County, Iowa............ tet eeeees 6 88 
BEEN GIVEN. Lincoln County, Mo ne 11 32 


wes T. J. Brooke, Clarksburgh, W. Va 17 14 ro way ea eee ans A a 
ev. B.F. Riley, D.S., Ala 6 50 s ma, N. on 
Rey. James H. Saye, Chestnut Grove, §. C.... 5 00 oo eee pa a 
Rey. J. H. Sherman, Versailles, Ct Brad 2 35 one Gounty; ih ne ee 
C. H. Smith, Ellaville, Ga 15 00 Bereta We ee Ohio 500 f t 56 
Rey. J. E. Wright, San Jose, Costa Rica 27 60 Montgomery County, N.Y : 
Evangelical Association, Cleyeland, Ohio.... WBA Mt. Pleasant Bible Committee, Mich. 
~ Randolph County Bible Society, N.C 58 58 Spay SE) 
Southwestern Bible Society, La . 181 34 phy See SO Sey 
Hawaiian Evangelical Association, §. I.. * 
American Board’s Mission in Austria. 5 Maskegon County MACe 
American Board’s Mission in Ceylon.. i 2 ee ee Sioa eae 
ss ? 


Bible Society of France 
Presbyt’n Board’s Mission in Lodiana, nda eae « eas Aes a 4 
2 


North Bend, Neb 
AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. Newton County, Mo..... 
Credited Credited Olmsted County, Minn... 
2 as Donation. on Account. Outagamie County, Wis. 
Allamakee County, Iowa 59 15 Oakland County, Mich. 
Ashland, Neb 2 70 Orezon : 
Adair County, Mo 51 86 Otsego County, N. Y 
Adams County, Ohio.... 20 00 Pomeroy and Coalport Welsh, Ohio. 
Allen County, Ind : 35 00 Preble County, Ohio... nee 
Arkansas County, Ark.. A 8 55 Plymouth, Ohio 
Atchison County, Ks. : 18 88 Paunes County Neb 
i ads 
Atlanta, Ga 228 99 54 Palo Alto County, Iowa. 
Bond County, Ill.... oe 15 23 Pike County, Ind... 
Boston Female, Mass. nee eenneelvants 
Beechwoods, Ohio.... Ae i iety, Ohi 
Bemiont County, Ohio. ; Ruggles Bible Society, 0 
Black Hills, Dak 
Blue Springs and Wymore, Neb...... 
Bullock County, Ala... Se Ross County, Ohio 
Blount County, Tenn. Sac : Randolph County, N.C 
Brooklyn isly, N.Y... : Steubenville Female, Ohio 
Brown County, Ill Salem & Van Wert Co. Welsh, Ohio. 
Colfax County, Neb Somerset County, N. J 
Clarksville, Tenn..... Scott County, Minn... 
Calumet County, Wi Sabula, lowa 
Cleveland, Ohio meee : Springville, Ala 
Chenango County, N.Y : Seward County, Neb.... 
Christian County, Ky St. Clair County, Mo. 
Cortland County, N. Y.. St. Louis, Mo 
Chester County, §.C ‘ Spring Valley, Minn..., 
Camden County, Mo Stearns County, Minn.. 
Chippewa County, Minn Sumter County, S. © 
Conecuh County, Ala Sibley County, Minn 
Columbia County, Wis Twinsburgh, Ohio 
Cincinnati Young Men’s, Ohio : Torrington, Ct. ain 
“eettwia County, N. C : Todd County, Minn 
Carver County, Minn Tippecanoe County, Ind 
Darke County, Ohio Union Tewnship, Ohio 
De Kalb County, I , ~ | Union County, N. J 
Douglas County, Neb Washington County, Neb. ........+6. 
East Liverpool Female, Ohio Wayne County, N.C 
Eau Claire County, Wis Warren County, N. © 
Eyart, Mich see : Wauregan Bible Committee, Ct...... 
East Hampton, Ct te Wabashaw County, Minn 
ifawla, Ala. . sissies» vsevaes Reglacisienes Wayne County, Ohio 
Eatonton, Ga tne Washington County, N.Y 
Fillmore County, Minn ss Warren County, lowa 
Franklin County, Ark ays safe eae 
Gasconade County, Mo... a $1,858 96 9,267 51 —= 11,126 47 


Gibson County, Tenn 

Greene County, N.Y 4 Rey. John Hinton, D. §., Minn 24 "5 
Grant County, Wis He ( Rey. Geo. M. Tuthill, D.$., Wis 10 00 
Giles County, Tenn China Amey s/c) ace sy jadaes we 452 83 
Guthrie County, Lowa... Mexico Agency 


Hamilton County, Ind. 
Hardin County, Ul 
Holt County, Mo 
Hot Springs County, Ark.......... 
Hawaiian Evangelical Asso’n, §. = aad 
Hennepin County, Minn ents... 
J aiote County, Neb Record Subscriptions. a 
Johnstown Welsh, Pa.. E Sundries......+00++- sigta ass Ci Goss Hale a6 
Johnston County, N.C. 

_ Johnson County, Mo..... $40,458 15 


Interest 

Trade Gales.......... 
Retail Sales 

Sales by Colporteurs.. 


80 
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alata AAR te TEPER ATO RING PEATE 


OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


8. WELLS WILLIAMS, LL.D. a cen President. 
REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D. ; 
REV. ALEXANDER McLEAN, D.D. sagt chad 
REV. ALBERT 8. HUNT, D.D....... 

ANDREW L. TAYLOR.....--06+++ Assistant Treasurer. 
CALEB 'T, ROW Bi vais. ates saree ces warenan General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Letters relating to the general work of the Society 
in the United States or foreign lands, and requests for 
grants of books for distribution at home or abroad, and 
communications for the Bible Society Record, should 
be addressed to “‘ The Secretaries of the American Bible 
Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to ac- 
counts, fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, 
should be addressed to “The Assistant Treasurer of 
the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society 
Record, etc., and letters in reference to the transmission 
of the same, should be addressed to ‘‘ The General Agent 
of the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, 
as the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be 
for cash only. Wo books are supplied for sale on comméssion, 
but as a special inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from 
the catalogue prices is made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers 
in books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 

The attention of the public is invited to the large as- 
sortment of Bibles and Pestaments published by the Soci- 
ety, and for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

Bibles of all sizes in substantial and attractive bindings, 
at prices varying from twenty-jive cents to twenty-seven 
dollars. Testaments from jive cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. ° 
FIELD OF LABOUR, NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS. 
Alabama & West Florida.. Rev. B. F. Rinzy, 


Hvergreen, Ala. 
PATEATISAG aa: cary oD alesicsieinate s Rey. W. H. VERNOR, D.D., 
Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada...... Rev. JOHN THOMPSON, 
Oakland, Cal. 
Georgia & Florida......... Rey. J. L. Lyons, 


Jacksonville, Florida. 
Illinois & West’n Indiana..Rev. E. G. Smrrm, 


Morrison, Whitesides Co., Li. 


MO Widisxeenicne cia paieee ssicaceniae Rey. 0. J. SQurREs, 
Mt. Vernon, Iowa. 
RC RTIG AA < iciase stare tava orate, a) tee Bsc Rey. J. J. THOMPSON, 


Topeka, Kansas. 

Kentucky & Tennessee...Rev. Gro. 8. SAVAGE, M.D., 
Covington, Ky. 

Michigan & Wisconsin....Rev. Gkoran M. TuTHrLn, 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 


Minnesota & Dakota...... Rev. JOHN HINtTon, 
Faribault, Rice County, Minn. 
MASROUD ete tc Camtebins ne. stree Rey. EDMUND WRIGHT, 
St. Loués, Mo. 


Nebraska, Colorado, & pier. Guo, W. WAINWRIGHT, 
WYOMING cua athens i 
North & South Carolina..Rey. OC. H. Winny, D.D., 
: Winston, Forsythe Oo., N. C. 
Ohio & Hastern Indiana...Rey. E. 8. GruLerrn, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
Oregon & Wash. Ter...... Rey. P. C. HerziEr, 
Salem, Oregon. 
i697: ba Ae Soars Sa a Rey. WILLIAM B. RANKIN, 
Austin, Texas. 
Utah, Idaho, & Montana..Rev. H. D. FISHER, D.Dy 
ee. _ | Salt Lake City, Utah. 
EW OGh VAT PING. .caiciie ne ccs Rev. WALTER R. Lona, 


Wheeling, W. Va. 


Blair, Ned. 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 

The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to 
forward their annual reports to the Parent Society 
promptly. Blank forms will be furnished for this pur- 
pose on application. 

Whenever a vew society is organized, notice of the 
event should be given immediately to the Parent Society, 
so that it may be recognized. The names of its officers 
and their post-office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxili- 
ary, until it shall have officially communicated to the 
Parent Society that its sole object is to promote the circula- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures without note or comment: and 
that it will place its surplus revenue, after supplying tts own 
district with the Scriptures, at the disposal of the American 
Bible Society, as long as it shall remain thus connected with tt. 


DONATIONS. 


The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes . 


the subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The in- 
crease of the subscription to one hundred and-fifty 
dollars, or the contribution of that amount in*one /pay- 
ment, constitutes the subscriber a Life Director. = 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. . 

I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred and 
sixteen, the sum of . to be applied to the charit- 


able uses and purposes of said Society. e 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 

To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, 
the Board of Managers will make grants of books, to 
Auxiliary Societies and to other responsible parties, for 
sale and gratuitous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Mana- 
gers grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in 
view the special necessities of the various classes of per- 
sons to be supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be 
given away consistently with the benevolent ends of the 
Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for 
donations of books should be presented first to the Auz- 
tliary Societies within whose fields the books are to be 
distributed, and whose duty it is to furnish them, if pos- 
sible. When an Auxiliary is unable to do this, applica- 
tion should be made to this Society, with the endorse- 
ment of a responsible officer of the Auxiliary. 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general 
work from other parties, should each have the endorse- 
ment of the District Superintendent. 

Public institutions supported by local or State governments, 
and@ public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, 
ao not come within the range of charitable objects. 

The American Bible Society expects that due credit 
will be given for its donations by those to whom its 
books are confided for distribution. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 

The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, 
for 1888, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the 
United States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the 
Society. Twelve copies will be sent to one address for 
three dollars, in advance. Any life director or life mem- 
ber of this Society may receive one copy free of postage 
by virtue of his membership, on the simple condition 
that the request for ét is renewed annually. On the same 
condition a copy will be sent to pastors of churches con- 
tributing directly to the funds of the Society. 

Three copies will be sent, as heretofore, to the officers 
of each auxiliary from which remittances are received. 


Other copies may be ordered at the club rates ;but the 


money should in all cases accompany the order. 

Every person who is entitled to the Record and fails to 
receive it, is specially requested to communicate the fact 
by letter or postal card, giving his post-office address. 


ENTERED AT THE POST-OFFICE AT NEW YORK, N. ¥., AS SECOND-CLASS (MAIL) MATTER. 


[May. | © 


. 


| 


